I PRESIDENT’S  ADDRESS 

. AT  THE 

OPENING  OF  THE  ONE  HUNDRED  AND 
THIRTEENTH  SESSION 

OF  THE 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 


May  23,  1921. 

Gentlemen, 

I am  happy  to  note  that  no  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
membership  of  the  Council  since  we  last  met.  All  the  retiring 
members  have  been  re-appointed,  and  we  now  welcome  them 
back.  Two  former  members,  Sir  Frederick  Taylor,  our  late 
Treasurer,  and  Mr  R.  J.  Pye-Smith,  of  the  University  of  Sheffield, 
have  passed  away.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  sorrows  and 
labours  of  the  years  of  War  had  a share  in  shortening  their 
valuable  lives. 

His  Majesty  the  King  has  conferred  the  dignity  of  knight- 
hood on  oar  colleague  Sir  Edward  Goey  Bigger,  the  dis- 
tinguished Chairman  of  Council  of  the  Irish  Ministry  of  Health. 
I offer  him  in  your  name  the  Council’s  congratulations  and 
good  wishes. 

Through  the  Privy  Council  we  have  been  in  correspondence 
with  certain  foreign  countries  and  dominions  of  the  Crown  on 
the  subject  of  medical  reciprocity.  Belgium,  which,  during  the 
War,  granted  to  British  practitioners  the  privilege  of  practising 
within  its  territories,  was  by  Order  in  Council  accorded  corre- 
sponding privileges  under  Part  IT  of  the  Medical  Act  1886.  Its 
medical  graduates  were  accordingly  made  registrable  in  the 
British  Foreign  List,  and  some  104  were  duly  registered.  The 
Belgian  Government  has  now  decided  to  reinstate  its  former 
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medical  regulations,  which  require  our  practitioners  to  obtain 
a Belgian  qualification  as  a condition  of  practice.  The  conditions 
of  reciprocity  being  therefore  no  longer  maintained,  His  Majesty 
in  Council  has  issued  an  Order  revoking  the  application  of  Part 
II  to  Belgium,  and  Belgian  practitioners  will  in  future  be  regis- 
trable only  in  respect  of  British  qualifications.  Those,  already 
registered  will,  however,  retain  their  status  in  this  country. 

In  Spain,  the  law  has  hitherto  provided  that  individual 
foreign  practitioners  may,  under  certain  conditions,  obtain 
special  permission  to  practise  in  that  country.  A change  in 
the  law  is,  however,  in  contemplation,  and  the  British  Ambassador 
has  suggested  that  His  Majesty’s  Government  may  see  its  way 
to  granting  reciprocity.  The  Executive  Committee  has 
requested  that  enquiries  may  be  made  as  to  the  privileges  which 
would  be  granted  in  Spain  to  practitioners  registered  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  as  to  the  course  of  stud}’  and  examinations 
prescribed  for  obtaining  medical  degrees  and  diplomas  in  Spain. 
We  await  the  result  with  interest. 

The  Union  of  South  Africa,  which  admits  to  its  Medical 
Register  practitioners  registered  in  the  United  Kingdom,  has 
within  the  last  few  years  made  much  progress  in  developing 
its  own  system  of  medical  education.  Its  universities  have 
obtained  power  to  confer  degrees  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and 
the  Union  is  desirous  that  these  degrees  should,  in  due  course,  be 
recognised  as  registrable  qualifications  at  home.  The  Executive 
Committee,  to  which  the  Council  has  delegated  the  supervision 
of  such  matters,  has  had  no  difficulty  in  advising  the  Lord 
President  that  Part  II  of  the  Medical  Act  may  properly  be 
applied  to  South  Africa,  and  it  is  probable  that  before  long  the 
necessary  Order  in  Council  will  be  issued.  The  Council  will  then 
be  free  to  recognise  South  African  medical  degrees  which  fulfil 
the  prescribed  conditions. 

For  many  years  the  medical  diplomas  of  the  Indian  Universities 
have  been  recognised  by  the  Council  as  conferring  a registrable 
qualification  to  practise  medicine,  surgery,  and  midwifery  in 
this  country.  Recent  enquiries  by  the  Executive  Committee 
have,  however,  caused  the  Committee  to  raise  the  question  of 
their  present  sufficiency  in  respect  of  midwifery  . The  informa- 
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tion  received  from  India  has  satisfied  the  Committee  that  in 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Indian  Universities,  the  prescribed  courses 
of  study  and  examinations  in  this  important  branch  do  not  now 
furnish  (in  the  words  of  the  Medical  Act,  1 886^  “ a sufficient 
guarantee  of  the  possession  of  the  requisite  knowledge  and  skill 
for  the  efficient  practice  ” of  midwifery  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  Committee  has  communicated  its  opinion  to  the  Indian 
Universities,  and  intimated  that  unless  within  a year  the  standard 
of  their  requirements  in  midwifery  is  raised  to  a satisfactory 
level,  recognition  must  be  discontinued.  The  Council  is  charged 
under  the  Act  with  ascertaining,  not  the  sufficiency  of  Indian 
qualifications  for  the  needs  of  practice  in  India,  but  their  suffi- 
ciency as  conferring  a registrable  title  to  practise  all  three  branches 
of  the  profession  in  this  and  other  non-Indian  parts  of  the  Empire. 

. The  Pharmacopceia  Committee  has  had  under  consideration 
the  Draft  Regulations  proposed  by  the  Home  Office  for  giving- 
effect  to  the  recent  Dangerous  Drugs  Act.  The  Committee 
pointed  out  to  the  authorities  various  particulars,  suggested 
by  its  members  and  by  other  members  of  the  Council,  in  which 
amendment  of  the  Draft  was  necessary  in  the  public  interest. 
The  Chairman  and  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
have  had  interviews  with  the  Officials  concerned,  and  have  by 
request  given  information  on  the  subject  to  a special  committee 
set  up  by  the  Home  Secretary  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  numerous  amendments  to  the  Draft  Regulations  that  had 
been  proposed  by  medical  and  pharmaceutical  bodies.  It  is 
understood  that  a detailed  revision  of  the  original  text  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  Home  Office,  with  a view  to  removing,  so  far 
as  the  Act  permits,  the  objections  urged  against  the  Draft.  We 
have  not  yet  received  copies  of  the  Regulations  as  amended,  but 
we  understand  that  effect  will  be  given  to  our  representations. 

The  Departmental  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  consider  and  advise  upon  the  administrative  measures 
to  be  taken  for  the  control  of  the  quality  of  certain  therapeutic 
substances,  such  as  serums, vaccines,  salvarsan,  etc., which  cannot 
be  tested  by  direct  chemical  means,  has  issued  its  Deport-  The 
recommendations  give  effect,  in  what  appears  to  be  a satis- 
factory manner,  to  the  wishes  of  the  Council,  as  expressed  in  a 
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communication  made  to  the  Lord  President  in  1909.  They  will 
be  considered  in  detail  by  the  Piiarmacoiheia  Committee,  and 
reported  on  by  the  Council  at  this  session. 

The  Dental  Committee  also  has  been  active  during  the 
recess  in  considering  and  advising  on  the  successive  drafts  of  the 
Dentists  Bill,  during  the  course  of  its  preparation  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  As  it  was  made  abundantly  clear  that  the  Bill 
would  have  little  prospect  of  passing  into  law  unless  its  provisions 
were  generally  agreed  to  beforehand  by  the  various  bodies 
concerned,  a number  of  conferences  have  taken  place  at  which 
the  views  of  the  Council,  and  those  of  representative  members 
of  the  dental  profession,  wrere  discussed  wdth  the  Officers  of  the 
Ministry.  The  Bill  is  now  before  Parliament,  and  has  been 
read  a second  time  in  the  House  of  Commons.  While  it  embodies 
many  of  the  points  on  which  the  Council  has  from  time  to  time 
laid  stress,  it  contains  one  or  two  that  have  not  yet  been  considered 
by  the  Dental  Committee  or  endorsed  by  the  Council.  On 
these  it  is  possible  that  the  Council  may  have  further  instruc- 
tions to  give  to  its  representatives.  But  the  Bill  makes  so  great 
a step  towards  the  removal  of  the  dangerous  abuses  revealed 
by  the  Departmental  Committee’s  Report  that,  though  we  may 
regret  its  imperfections,  we  may  be  prepared  to  welcome  it  as 
an  earnest  of  wider  reforms.  I may  mention  that,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Lord  President,  a clause  has  been  introduced  to  give 
effect  to  vout  Resolution  of  November  27,  1917,  whereby  three 
additional  members  of  the  Council,  who  are  registered  graduates 
or  licentiates  in  dental  surgery,  and  members  of  the  new  Dental 
Board,  are  to  co-operate  with  the  Council  when  dealing  w-th 
dental  matters.  The  additional  or  dental  members  are  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Privy  Council. 

No  progress  has  been  made  by  Parliament  with  the  Bill  for 
simplifying  the  procedure  at  the  election  of  Direct  Representa- 
tives to  the  Council.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  in  view'  of  the 
economies  which  a suitable  change  in  the  law  would  have  made 
possible. 

The  finances  of  the  Council  for  the  year  1920  show*  a satis- 
factory revival,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  war-years.  The 
aggregate  surplus  of  income  over  expenditure  in  the  General  and 
Branch  Councils  amounts  to  £1960.  The  considerable  expenses 
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incurred  in  carrying  out  the  inspection  and  visitation  of 
examinations  have  been  met  by  a draft  on  the  Reserve  Fund. 
The  number  of  registrations  in  the  Home  List  of  the  Medical 
Register  has  risen  to  a little  over  1100,  or  almost  exactly  the  same 
as  the  numbers  for  1912  and  191-3.  To  these  must  be  added 
343  registrations  in  the  Colonial  and  Foreign  lists,  as  against  53 
in  1912  and  65  in  1913.  The  increase  of  receipts  from  registration- 
fees  accounts  indeed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  accrued  surplus. 

The  registrations  of  medical  students,  which  in  1919  rose  to 
3120,  in  1920  fell  to  the  more  manageable  number  of  2531  ; 
but  this  number  is  still  higher  than  in  ary  year  prior  to  1919. 
In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  sound  professional 
education  were  the  numbers  still  further  reduced.  They  impose 
a severer  strain,  educational  and  financial,  on  the  schools  and 
hospitals  than  the  necessary  recruitment  of  the  profession 
demands,  and  in  present  circumstances  the  teaching  institutions 
are  less  able  to  meet  the  strain.  To  raise  the  educational 
standard  for  admission,  and  to  increase  the  fees  for  professional 
tuition,  would  thus  seem,  from  all  points  of  view,  to  be  prudent 
and  justifiable. 

In  respect  of  Dentistry,  a profession  which  still  needs  a large 
accession  of  fully  trained  recruits,  the  registrations  in  the  Dentists 
Register  number  217,  as  compared  with  128  in  the  year  before. 
They  still  fall  short  of  the  annual  number  before  the  War.  New 
dental  students,  however,  number  560.  This,  though  somewhat 
less  than  in  1919,  is  (except  for  that  year),  the  highest  entry 
yet  recorded.  The  small  addition  to  the  ranks  of  qualified  Dentists 
accounts,  no  doubt,  for  the  unfavourable  position  of  the  Dental 
Fund.  Last  year  it  showed  a deficit  of  £5 17.  Should  the  Dentists 
Bill  become  law,  a new  position  will  be  created,  and  comparison 
with  the  present  statistics  will  no  longer  be  practicable.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I have  ventured  to  bring  to  your  notice  the 
figures  relating  to  what  may  be  the  final  stage  of  the  regime  which 
has  lasted  since  1878.  The  finances  of  the  Dental  Board  will 
have  other  resources  to  draw  upon  and  other  charges  to  reckon 
with,  under  the  new  conditions. 

The  procedure  which  you  authorised  in  November  for  the 
Rivestigation  of  the  Medical  Curriculum  has  been  duly  carried 
into  operation  under  the  direction  of  the  Education  Committee. 
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In  connexion  with  each  Branch  Council,  four  sub-committees 
have  been  set  up,  including  many  men  of  eminence  in  the  sciences 
bearing  on  medicine  and  in  its  practice.  These  have  readily  lent 
their  valuable  aid  to  the  Council’s  enquiry,  and  our  thanks  are 
due  to  them  for  then'  helpful  co-operation.  A number  of  prelim- 
inary reports  and  memoranda  on  different  branches  of  the  subject 
have  been  prepared  and  circulated  to  members.  Before  long, 
joint  meetings  and  conferences  will  be  arranged  for  the  co- 
ordination of  these  proposals,  with  a view  to  the  elaboration  of 
considered  conclusions  and  recommendations,  for  presentation  to 
the  Education  Committee  and  ultimately  to  the  Council. 

The  reports  of  the  Inspectors  and  Visitors  of  qualifying- 
examinations  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  now  nearly  complete. 
They  have  still  to  be  considered  as  a whole  by  the  Examination 
Committee,  which  will  probably  be  able  to  report  to  you  upon 
the  entire  cycle  in  November.  But  I may  here  be  allowed,  by 
anticipation,  to  offer  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  your 
Inspectors  and  Visitors  for  the  conscientious  and  judicial  spiiit 
in  which  they  have  fulfilled  their  important  duties.  The  like 
acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  Inspector  of  Public  Health 
Examinations,  Dr  Bruce  Low,  who  has  practically  finished  his 
task.  The  Public  Health  Committee  may  be  able,  at  this 
Session,  to  bring  before  you  some  results  of  the  Inspection,  and 
to  make  a beginning  with  the  revision  of  the  Rules  governing  the 
course  of  study  and  examinations  for  the  Diploma.  The  Council 
will  probably  think  it  desirable,  as  on  previous  occasions,  that 
the  new  Rules  should  be  circulated  in  draft  form  to  the  Qualifying  i 
Bodies  for  their  observations  thereon,  before  they  are  finally 
submitted  by  the  Committee  for  confirmation. 

The  disciplinary  cases  to  be  enquired  into  at  this  session  are 
few  and  simple.  The  Executive  Committee  proposes  that  we 
should  take  up  the  first  one  this  afternoon,  in  order  that  we  may, 
so  far  as  is  possible,  economise  our  time,  and  be  able  sooner 
to  deal  with  the  other  business  on  the  programme.  Under  the 
uncertainty  of  present  conditions,  members  will  probably  be 
desirous  of  making  the  Session  a short  one.  Let  us  hope  that  in 
November  we  may  be  able  to  meet,  for  the  important  business 
which  will  then  be  ready  for  our  consideration,  in  greater  comfort 
and  in  more  assured  peace.  . . . . 
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